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Clerk - Chilton Parish Council

From: Buckinghamshire County Council <internalcomms=buckscc.gov.uk@mail13.atl11.rsgsv.net> on 
behalf of Buckinghamshire County Council <internalcomms@buckscc.gov.uk>

Sent: 28 September 2017 14:52
To: clerk@chiltonpc.org.uk
Subject: Haddenham, Waddesdon & Grendon Underwood Local Newsletter from Buckinghamshire 

County Council

 

Local news brought to you by Buckinghamshire County 

Council  

 

View this email in your browser  

 

 

 

 

Buckinghamshire County Council News - 

Haddenham, Waddesdon and Grendon Underwood 

Welcome to the October edition of Buckinghamshire County Council's newsletter for this 

area, where your County Councillors are Clive Harriss (Bernwood division), Paul Irwin 

(Stone and Waddesdon) and Angela Macpherson (Grendon Underwood). The Claydons, 

Calvert, Long Crendon, Stone, Dinton and Berryfields are also included within these 

divisions 
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Please email Jamie Simpson at jasimpson@buckscc.gov.uk with upcoming events you’d 

like included. The next edition will be out in November. 

 

 

Grendon Underwood division: Update from Councillor Angela Macpherson

 The summer months ... time to relax enjoy the sun and long holidays! Partly true but there 

is much to do in Grendon Underwood division.  

Much of my time has been spent in meetings with our MP, local residents and parish 

councils discussing the impending impact of both HS2 and East West rail locally. Both 

lines cross in my division and I have been looking at how construction and workers traffic 

will be managed and monitored plus noise and general disruption to our communities.  

  

I was delighted to be able to use my Community Leaders Fund to contribute towards 

several local initiatives. In Calvert Green there is now a growing number of residents 

involved in Neighbourhood Watch and I was able to help fund these banners that will be 

used to promote it. 
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This pic was taken at the fantastic new community centre that is under construction and is 

planned to be completed by Christmas. 

 

I have discussed with several parishes the opportunity to consider having their own PCSO 

who can work and be visible in the community to help tackle antisocial behaviour issues 

and other local problems such as parking, dog fouling etc.  I have met with the new local 

area police commander who is keen to move this initiative forward.  

 

I will look forward to attending as many Remembrance services in the division as I can on 

November 12th and will be laying wreaths on behalf of the County Council at Brill, Chilton 

and Oakley.   
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Volunteers sought to uphold high standards 

Two volunteers are being sought to help Buckinghamshire County Council 

promote and maintain high standards of conduct among elected Councillors. 

 

They will work with County Council Monitoring Officer Sarah Ashmead, should 

a complaint be made about the conduct of a Councillor. They will give advice 

on conduct matters and their help will be available to any Councillor who may 

be the subject of a complaint. 

 

The Chairman of the County Council's Regulatory and Audit Committee, David 

Martin, said: "Elected Councillors must adhere always to the highest ethical 

standards and comply with the County Council code of conduct in all aspects of 

their duties. 

 

"It's important that those who elect them have a say in ensuring the highest 

standards are met. That's why we are looking for volunteers from the public 

who have a broad range of experience, good communication skills, 

independence of mind, and a commitment to maintaining high standards in 

public life." 

 

Applications to serve in the role of 'Independent Person' are open until Friday 
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29 September, and www.buckscc.gov.uk/independentpersons has details on 

how to apply. 

 

Candidates should have an interest in or knowledge of  local government and 

ethical governance.  Experience in public, private, voluntary or charitable 

sectors is desirable . Training will be given and an expenses are payable.  

 

 

County Council appoints Tolis Vouyioukas as new Executive 

Director for Children's Services 

 

Buckinghamshire County Council has appointed Tolis Vouyioukas to its senior 

management team as Executive Director for Children's Services.  

 

Tolis is currently Strategic Director of People at the London Borough of Sutton 

where he has responsibility for children’s services, adult social care, public 

health, leisure, arts and heritage.  
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A qualified social worker with a background in psychology, Tolis started his 

career in the UK at Essex County Council in the early 1990s, primarily working 

in child protection.  Subsequently, he was appointed to one of the first jointly 

funded posts in the country across education and children’s social care.  

 

Mike Appleyard, Cabinet Member for Education and Skills said "I am delighted 

that Tolis is joining Buckinghamshire. The experience, wealth of knowledge and 

leadership skills he brings will help us continue to deliver the best possible 

education services for our children and young people." 

 

Warren Whyte, Cabinet Member for Children's Services said, "In my portfolio, 

keeping children safe and giving them the best opportunities in life is our key 

goal. I am looking forward to working with Tolis to successfully deliver the 

improvement programme that we have in place." 

 

Tolis Vouyioukas said he was looking forward to his move to Buckinghamshire. 

"I'm passionate about making a positive difference to the lives of the children 

and families the Council serves. Keeping children and young people safe and 

making sure that they get the best education possible is my top priority.  

 

He added, "Buckinghamshire has a good reputation, but there's more still to do. 

I look forward to working with my new team at the Council, its partners and the 

children and young people across the county to ensure this agenda is 

delivered." 

 

Tolis will join Buckinghamshire on 2 October. Interim Children's Services 

Director, Gladys Rhodes White will remain in post until then. 
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Celebrating our foster carers 

The hard work, commitment and dedication of Buckinghamshire County 

Council's foster carers was celebrated at a special awards ceremony and 

dinner. 

Organised by the Council’s Fostering Team, the awards, attended by over 100 

guests, recognised long service and training success and also offered the 

opportunity to give special praise to individuals and couples for a range of 

achievements. 

The awards are now in their 11th year and give the unique opportunity for the 

County Council to celebrate the hard work, enthusiasm and commitment to 

caring for children of all its foster carers.  

For the first time this year a range of new awards were introduced including 

best new-comer, service to disabled children and outstanding contribution to 

fostering. Also for the first time this year we introduced an award that was voted 

for by the public. 

 



8

 

A full list of winners on the night can be found on our website: 

www.buckscc.gov.uk/fosteringawards 

Awards were presented by Warren Whyte, Buckinghamshire County Council's 

Cabinet Member for Children Services and Netta Glover, Vice Chairman. 

Cllr Whyte said: "Our foster carers do a fantastic job all year round and deserve 

recognition for all their hard work, enthusiasm and dedication. 

“They look after children and young people at a time when they need it most. I 

would like to congratulate them all on their tremendous achievements, and 

thank them for their invaluable contribution in opening up their homes and 

hearts to these children and young people.” 

Could you foster? We are always keen to hear from anyone interested in 

becoming a foster carer. You really can make a difference to the life of a child 

or young person and help to make sure Bucks children can stay close to their 

local community. We will provide you with all the training and support you need. 

 

Foster carers can be of any age over 21 years old, homeowners or tenants, 

employed or unemployed, single or in a relationship. There really is no typical 

foster carer.  

 

Anyone wishing to find out more about fostering, contact the council’s fostering 

team on 01296 382555 or email fostering@buckscc.gov.uk  
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Scams Champions sought to crack down on doorstep rogues 

Neighbours of an elderly Buckinghamshire resident have been described as 

‘Scams Heroes’ for alerting Trading Standards officers to doorstep rogue 

sellers pestering her as often as three times a week. 

 

It is thought that Iris [name changed to protect identity], who has dementia and 

lives by herself, has been victim to roof work scams for around five years - and 

has been conned out of an estimated £5,000 in that time. 

 

Sadly, says Buckinghamshire and Surrey Trading Standards, Iris's experience 

is not an isolated one. It is replicated right across Buckinghamshire. 

 

Last year (2016/17) more than 100 doorstep crimes were reported, mostly 

targeting older and more vulnerable people, and the highest value being a 

£20,000 roofing fraud in Gerrards Cross. But the figure could be much higher, 

as it's known only around 10% of cases are actually reported. There is a much 

higher cost though in terms of the distress caused to vulnerable people who 

just do not know where to turn for help.  

 

Which is why Noel Brown, Buckinghamshire County Council Cabinet Member 
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for Community Engagement would like more neighbours like Iris's. 

 

Noel is launching a training programme for Scams Champions - residents who 

are willing to look out for their vulnerable neighbours, know the early signs of 

exploitation, and alert the authorities. 

 

Scams Champions are trained to provide information and awareness raising 

sessions about doorstep crime, postal and telephone scams to community and 

business groups, schools and other agencies. This helps them to spot the signs 

that someone is being scammed and know how to report any suspicions that 

someone they know is in thrall to scammers. 

 

Thanks to her neighbours, and Trading Standards support, Iris now has special 

measures to help protect against rogue sellers as well as helping her to protect 

herself independently. Which include a CCTV camera and call blocker. 

 

The next Scam Champion training is scheduled for October 10 (1.30-3.30pm) 

at Haddenham Fire Station. 
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Select committee probe into modern slavery 

It's a hidden crime that slips under the radar and on to the secret pages of the 

illicit dark web. But the evils of modern slavery in Buckinghamshire are about to 

come under the full glare of public scrutiny. 

 

County Councillors are launching an inquiry into the scale of modern slavery in 

Buckinghamshire and how the County Council can help tackle it. 

 

Research across the county last year by University College's Jill Dando 

Institute, warned there was potential for exploitation of workers in isolated 

agricultural jobs, remote factories, and in caring for an increasing ageing 

population. 

 

And researchers identified focal points for the County Council to target in the 

fight against modern slavery: liaising with public transport providers to watch for 

victims who might be fleeing from slave masters, asking delivery drivers who 

visit remote locations to look out for tell-tale signs of exploitation. 

 

Since then the County Council has worked on an adult exploitation strategy, 

which will be presented to the Safer Stronger Bucks Partnership Board next 

month. 

 

Police recorded 150 Buckinghamshire victims between February 2016 and 

March 2017, highlighting that females are more vulnerable to sexual 

exploitation and domestic servitude, whereas males are targeted for labour and 

forced criminalisation. 

 

So the Select Committee has set the wheels in motion for an inquiry to 

understand the extent of criminal activity in Buckinghamshire. It will also 

explore and test how effective the County Council is in training and awareness 

raising, working with partner agencies, and in supporting victims - all 

responsibilities it has under the Modern Slavery Act. 

 

The scope and timing of the inquiry will be set in the next few weeks. 
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You said, we're listening - consultation on changes to early help 

services for children and families extended 

The consultation on improving early help services for children and families has 

been extended to 16 October 2017 and further detail on the proposals added 

following a mid-consultation review. 

  

Available online at www.buckscc.gov.uk/earlyhelp  the consultation seeks 

feedback on a new way of supporting children and families earlier to prevent 

them needing more intensive help from social care and education services in the 

future.   

  

The consultation which launched on 14 July 2017 has been running for seven 

weeks and has received over 1900 responses to date. 

  

Following a mid-point review of responses the council have added further 

information on the current services included, as well as how these might change 

and what the proposed new service could look like. 
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The consultation outlines proposals for a new approach to helping children and 

families, to ensure small problems don’t get bigger and too difficult to manage. 

From money worries, parenting tips, behavioural issues right through to support 

with mental health and domestic abuse - the proposal is to work with families to 

tackle all of their problems at the same time. 

This will mean changes to existing early help services that the council deliver or 

commission. These are:  

 Bucks Family Information Service 

 Children’s centres 

 Advice and support for young people through Connexions (Adviza) 

 Early Help coordinators 

 Families First 

 Family Resilience 

 Support for children who have lived with Domestic Violence 

 Support for parents through Barnardo’s 

 Young carers support 

 Youth Services 

  

A new Early Help service would replace all of these existing services, bringing 

them together to create one service with teams of family workers based in the 

local community. This will mean they can reach out to these families to work with 

them at home or in places they are most comfortable. This could be a local 

community venue, their school or a coffee shop. 

  

Find out more about the proposal for a new Early Help service for 

Buckinghamshire children and families and have your say at 

www.buckscc.gov.uk/earlyhelp 

If you have already responded but now wish to add more, please complete the 

survey again. Responses already sent in will still be included. The consultation 

will now close on 16 October to allow as much time as possible for responses. 
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Help us get education and skills plans right for children and young 

people in Bucks 

Buckinghamshire has some of the best performing schools in the Country with 

many of our children and young people persistently outperforming those from 

other areas. However, for some of our most vulnerable children, success is not 

always guaranteed and that is why we are developing an Education and Skills 

Strategy to ensure all children and young people are supported to do their very 

best.  

 

Did you know:  

 Children under 18 make up 22.9% of our population! (There are approx. 

122,200 children and young people under 18 in Bucks) 

 We have 234 schools in the county and 84,000 children and young people 

attend these schools 

 There are 184 schools that are maintained (supported by the local 

authority), 47 academies, 2 free schools and 1 University Technology 

College 

 89% of children and young people in a Bucks school attend good or 

outstanding schools  
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Children and young people of today are our leaders of tomorrow. They are our 

future so it’s really important to us that we give them the best start in life through 

their education and skills. It is our role to be the champion for your children and 

their learning as they grow, from the early years with childminders, pre-schools 

and nurseries, right through to schools and colleges and ensuring they are then 

ready to embrace their future.  

 

We are asking for your views on education and skills for children and young 

people across Buckinghamshire. We want to know what is important to you and 

your children, what you think works well at the moment and what we can do 

better in the future to ensure that children here have the best start in life and a 

good education.  

  

Your views will help us plan how we work with schools, colleges and all those 

who support our children in their education and skills development to reach their 

potential and have good opportunities for the future.   

 

Please take a few minutes to give us your views on how we plan to do this for 

children in Buckinghamshire.  
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Students across Buckinghamshire learn about child exploitation 

through hard-hitting play 

Over 7,000 students across Buckinghamshire will learn how to keep 

themselves safe from child sexual exploitation through a four-week tour of the 

powerful and innovative play Chelsea’s Choice to the county’s secondary 

schools. 

Chelsea’s Choice tells the story of a girl who has fallen out with her family and 

friends and who starts a relationship with an older man. It explores a number of 

themes to raise awareness of child sexual exploitation among young people, 

including what makes a healthy and unhealthy relationship, safe internet use 

and where to go for help and advice. 

The play, produced and performed by not-for-profit organisation AlterEgo 

Creative Solutions, will visit 29 secondary schools across Buckinghamshire to 

carry out 40 performances for Years 8 and 9 students. 

The performances are part of an ongoing awareness-raising campaign taking 

place across the county and have been arranged by the Buckinghamshire 

Safeguarding Children Board which comprises 18 local partner agencies 

including the county and district councils, police, health, charity and education 

partners. 

The 2017 performances were funded by the Thames Valley Police and Crime 

Commissioner. 

Buckinghamshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Children’s Services, 

Warren Whyte, said: “It’s so important that children and young people are 

armed with enough information to keep themselves safe and we know from the 

last time we ran Chelsea’s Choice in 2015 that it’s a brilliant way to engage 

young people with the subject. 

“I would ask parents, carers and the public to take a few minutes to take a look 

at our campaign website www.ruwise2it.co.uk so they can be aware of the 

warning signs to look out for, and can say something if they see something.” 
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Barnardo’s R U Safe is supporting the productions by offering pupils a 

confidential check-in following the performances and sign-posting them to local 

support services. 

Find out more about how Buckinghamshire is tackling child sexual exploitation 

at www.bucks-lscb.org.uk and www.ruwise2it.co.uk 

How to get help or report a concern: If you are concerned about a young 

person you can contact the First Response Team (Children’s Social Care) on 

0845 460 0001 or email: secure-cypfirstresponse@buckscc.gcsx.gov.uk 

If you think a child or young person is in immediate danger call 999. 

Alternatively contact your local police on 101 who will have a dedicated team 

you can talk to about child sexual exploitation. 

Buckinghamshire also has a countywide R-U-Safe? service for young people 

run by Barnardo’s, which is able to offer advice and support to any young 

person worried about these issues. Email: rusafe@barnardos.org.uk, text 

07546 075 638 or visit www.barnardos.org.uk/rusafebucks 

ChildLine also offers support directly to children and young people – contact 

them on 0800 1111 or visit their website www.childline.org.uk 

 

 

To subscribe to this email contact Adam King aking@buckscc.gov.uk 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list 

   

  

 


